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MINING FOR MINISTRY

At this time, we're all feeling pretty pleased that our faith journey at ALC has
led to a beautiful new worship space. We can all agree that this is a significant
accomplishment, but it is not the end of the journey. Now that we have this
wonderful space, how can we share it with the community? How can we use it
to further the ministry that we are called to do as Jesus’ disciples? How can
we be more than just a pretty face?

The ALC Leadership Team is looking for volunteers to join an exploration team
that will be mining for ministry. This team will do research to determine spe-
cific needs within our community and explore opportunities for ALC to help

meet those needs. This could open up the door for new ministries at ALC, as |
well as service opportunities as participants in established ministries, such as
HAAM and Feed My Lambs. |

In addition to service opportunities, the team will be looking for possible ven-
ues that will bring our community to ALC, such as guest speakers, musicians,
town hall meetings, comedy acts, choirs, etc.

If you would be interested in joining the exploration team to do mining for
ministry, please contact Congregational Life and Social Outreach team leader
Claudia Simon (281-852-1727/searchin400@hotmail.com) or Joy Berthold
(281-812-1280/mencrv@aol.com). If you don’t wish
to be a ‘miner,’ but are aware of community needs,
have suggestions for service opportunities, or know of
speakers or groups that may be willing to share their
talents with an audience at ALC, please let Claudia or
Joy know.
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From the Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
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Mﬁ What a ride it has been these
JBeN past few weeks! Just about
every pastor that [ have ever
talked with that has gone through a major building pro-
gram has said, “NEVER AGAIN”! I’'m not sure that |
would be that direct. Certainly there were days when I
just wanted it to be done. But there were other days
when I enjoyed seeing the progress. I felt a sense of
excitement that something was finally happening after
years of planning and discussion.

It was fascinating to see how land is prepared, how con-
crete is poured, how massive steel beams are put into
place, how brick and stone is laid, how ceilings and
floors are assembled, how electricity is installed, how
wood and concrete is stained, how cabinet makers de-
sign and build pieces of art, and how in the end every-
thing comes together to make a beautiful place of wor-
ship.

I also met some great people. Jerry, the superintendant,
and some of the regular workers became like family to
me. [ will miss them. But that’s how it is. There are
special people who come into our lives for a period of
time, and then they are gone, perhaps never to be heard
from again. I guess that we can be sad because of that,
or we can give thanks that God provided us a time to
meet new people and share in fellowship.

I thought that the Dedication Service was truly amaz-
ing. I cannot begin to thank all of the people who made
that day possible. God has truly blessed us. We almost
filled the place to capacity on the very first worship ser-
vice with 265 people celebrating Palm Sunday and the
beginning of Holy Week.

And then there was Holy Week. Maundy Thursday was
the last time we shared a Holy Meal together as we re-
membered Jesus’ last supper with his disciples. The
living Stations of the Cross on Good Friday was very
powerful.

I later saw a story on the national news about a congre-
gation in Corpus Christi, TX that began their Easter
celebration on Thursday of Easter week. They probably

thought that they would just skip the part of Jesus’ suf-
fering and dying and go straight to the “happy news”.
The report said that they gave out millions of dollars
worth of prizes to attract people to their congregation.

They gave out bicycles, furniture sets, flat screen TV’s,
and even cars. On Maundy Thursday, as we remem-
bered Jesus washing the feet of his disciples, sharing a
last meal together, and agonizing in prayer in the Garden
of Gethsemane begging God to release him from the
suffering he was about to experience, this congregation
was giving out BMW’s and Jaguars to the lucky prize
winners. All, in the name of Jesus.

Then I read about a local pastor who dressed up in a
cream colored suit and rented a helicopter with racing
stripes to fly over the site of his congregation so that he
could drop 5000 plastic eggs filled with candy and gifts
down to the ground to celebrate Easter. 1 wonder what
Jesus would think of all of this.

I can assure you that you will never see my face plas-
tered on some billboard. I will never offer expensive
prizes to get people to come to church. And I will defi-
nitely NEVER dress up in a cream colored polyester
suit!

But I will preach Christ, and him crucified, until the day
I die. Because you can’t get to the resurrection until you
go through the cross. I will also speak out for justice —
yes that would include “social justice”, on behalf of the
poor and oppressed. I will offer words of grace, love
and forgiveness to all. And, I will invite people to be-
come disciples of Jesus who will serve God and one an-
other in both word and deed.

As the popular song goes; “They will know we are
Christians by our love.” Not because of our gimmicks
or marketing techniques. Let us build on what has be-
gun. For we are God’s people, marked with the cross of
Christ forever, claimed, gathered, and sent for the sake
of the world.

Pastor Gary L. Anholt
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... how can I assist in worship? @ WET®

Assisting Minister: Assists during liturgy with prayers and
serves communion
Crucifer: Carries processional cross and serves communion
Lector/Bible Bearer: Reads Scripture lessons and serves
communion
Acolytes: Carry torch (candle) and serves communion
Usher: Provide bulletin and other assistance to worshippers
Greeter: Welcome everyone and provide information to
guests

1 Teller/Offering Counter: Serve on team to count, record,
deposit offerings

1 Word & Sacrament: Prepare chancel, communion, and / or
baptismal elements as necessary

Sign-up forms available from an usher on Sunday morning or

call the church office (281-852-7333). For additional informa-

tion .... Keep reading ...

* WORSHIP ENRICHMENT
TEAM

Enhancing Our Worship

March 28 was a wonderful dedication day. April 4 was a glorious Easter day. Worshippers had anticipated wor-
shipping in our beautiful new church home. That was what occurred on both March 28 and April 4 ... and will con-
tinue for weeks, months and years to come!

As you read in March’s Seeds of Grace, there is a need for additional persons to assist with worship.
Take a look to see what leadership roles may ‘catch your eye’.

The Assisting Minister (robed in procession, seated in chancel area) will assist the Pastor during the liturgy by offer-
ing prayers and assisting with distribution of communion.

The Crucifer (robed in procession, seated in chancel area) will carry the processional cross and will assist with distri-
bution of communion.

The Lector/Bible Bearer (robed in procession, seated in chancel area) will read the Scripture lessons and assist with
distribution of communion.

The two Acolytes (robed in procession, seated in chancel area) will each carry a candle and will assist with distribu-
tion of communion. (Middle school and / or high school youth)

The Cantor (seated in music area) will chant the Kyrie, Psalm and any other parts of the liturgy that require sung re-
sponses.

If you are already serving in one of these roles, we say ‘thank you’ and ask you to consider continuing to serve.
If you have not been one of the persons assisting in worship we ask you to consider doing so.

In an effort to update our information we do ask everyone interested in serving to complete a form and place it in the
offering plate or turn it in to the church office.



Worship Leaders

Worship Leadership at ALC needs your help.

Look at the opportunities available and consider which one (or ones) fit your gifts and interests.

Assisting Minister Crucifer Acolyte
Lector / Bible Bearer Usher Greeter

Word & Sacrament Teller/Offering Counter

I prefer to serve at  8:00 AM 10:30 AM

____ Sanctuary Choir (vocal) Voices in Bronze (bells)

Name

Contact: Phone E-mail

In order to update records, please complete this form even if you currently serve In one or more of these
areas.

Each person volunteering should complete a form. Ask the usher for additional forms.

Please place in the offering plate or return to church office.

Looking for Graduates

If someone in your household is celebrating a graduation this spring please notify the church
office. This form may be completed and placed in the offering plate or delivered to the church
office. Please do this before May 10.

Name of graduate

Graduating from date

Your name

Phone number and / or email

Plans after graduation
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:STEWARDSHIP REVIEW (February 2010)

|
| Discipleship contributions for the first nine weeks of

: 2010 have been impressive and puzzling.
|

| Contributions for the 2010 SPENDING PLAN FOR MIs-
| SION were $21,005 and FAITH VENTURE 2007 gifts
:WCI‘C $12.330. The combined total was $33,335. The
I combined giving for these two important categories of

: our faithfulness was greater than $8,100 per week!
: Keep on ...keeping on...!

| The puzzling aspect of the contributions is that giving

: in January and February for Mission Spending (our day
| -by-day faithfulness on our mission with and for God)

: was $400 per week less than in 2009...?...7 We are

I growing in our giving and that is good. Hopefully, the
| low average per week in January ($4,808 p/wk) is only

| a blip.
|

| Secretary, is that for the first two months of 2010 the

| combinedgiving for the Mission Plan and FV07 aver-
laged $6,938 per week. This amount is a 6.6% increase
: over the first two months of 2009. This indicates that

I the FV07 giving is improving and that is excellent.

: Together we need to be staying on target with the Pony
: Express Statements of Intent that we present last fall.

: Contributions for the month for items for the new wor-
| ship center were $17,430. The amount was impressive

l'and will provide the financial resources for several

| items on the lists. There are several types of items

Ire-

I maining on the lists. Pick up a copy of the special

| gifts booklet.
|

: Remember that we are a TITHING congregation as we
: continue the practice of disbursing 10% our collective
| giving for the Mission Spending Plan to the Gulf Coast
: Synod and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Amer-

lica.
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ALC EXRESSES APPRECIATION for

SERVANT MINISTRY: BTF

The BUILDING TASK FORCE (BTF) for several
years has been meeting, thinking, praying,
struggling and otherwise engaging themselves
in the projects to coordinate the construction of
the new worship center and the upgrading of
some of the existing facilities.

The BTF participants for the present project in
2009 & 2010 have been: Nate Hutchinson,
Sid Nice, Johne Dowell, Allyson Evans, Steve
Galloway, Bob Gronwaldt and Pastor Gary
Anbholt.

Thanks for your hope, energy and determination
for our mission together in this setting for
God’s vision for our future.

MORE SERVANT MINISTRY TO
RECOGNIZE

New & Renewed Facility and Furnishings

Since the March edition of SEEDS of GRACE the
following (additional ) disciples have worked on
various projects required to get the new & renewed
facilities ready: Marge Muniz, Heidi Clark,
Randy Chittum, Peg Swavely, Melissa Leigh,
Patty Hutchinson, Sydney Hutchinson and Dan

Contributions for the ALC Mission, Special/Designated & Other

FEBUARY 2010 |

Mission Faith Ven- . Sunda
Date Support ture Designated SchooBI/ Total
FEB 7 6,550.00 1490.00 40 7.00 8,087.00
FEB 14 4,447.00 465.00 110.00 4.00 5,026.00
Ash Wed. 290.00 290.00
FEB 21 3,322.00 750.00 12.00 3.00 4,087.00
FEB 28 6,396.00 9625.00 350.00 8.00 16,379.00
Totals $21,005.00 1 $12,330.001$ 162.00 |$ 22.00 | $ 33,869.00




SPECIAL GIFTS LISTS AVAILABLE FOR

ITEMS FOR NEW WORSHIP CENTER IV ol T T T T T T T T T T T T o WA
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SPECIAL GIFTS are being encouraged to provide funds to
secure or underwrite a variety of items to furnish and equip
the new worship center that is nearing completion.

&

. o is meeting * >
Secure a copy of the lists by picking up a copy from the Thursday,
table in the entryway at ALC or contact the office an a copy April 15th at 15th
of the booklet will be mailed to you. Contact Pastor An- 7. 018 a
an.

holt for more information about items on the list. )
Italiano’s in Humble. Everyone is

invited to enjoy an evening of good
food, fun and Christian fellowship!

Some of the items on the lists are furniture and equipment
like the altar, baptismal font, chancel rail and other items
needed for the chancel area inside the rail. Other items
such as pews, hymnals, offering plates, etc. will provide the
needed furniture and materials needed for worshipers.

If you would like to be added to the
list of email reminders prior to the
date, please contact:

Sharon Olson at 281-324-3065 or
skolsonl1@msn.com or Judy John-
son at 281-852-8584 or
rjohnson2264(@comcast.net

Some general items like the sound system, a video presen-
tation system, refurbishing the hallway, sacristy, offices
and landscaping are also on the lists.

It is important to share that several items on the lists have
already been selected and contributions have been received
or payment plans have been shared. Do not delay if there is

an item that is important to you. We hope you will join us. All are

invited!

NP PSPPI
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Selected items may be designated as memorials, in honor of
someone, in recognition of an event, or some other sugges-
tions are provided in the booklet.

Swswswswswswwswswsws

New law changes: Will they affect you?

Find out if6 and howd you can take advantage of new legislative changes to help you better manage your finances.

Join us for a free workshop

New Financial Opportunities for 2010: Understanding recent rule changes is a free educational workshop that will
help you gain a better understanding of new:

Consumer credit card protection regulations.

Tax credits.

Roth IRA eligibility changes.

The workshop will be presented by Thrivent Financial representatives Jonathan Hoyme and Warren Holmes.

When: Sunday April 25th, from 9:15 AM to 10:15 AM
Where: Atascocita Lutheran Church

The New Financial Opportunities for 2010: Understanding recent rule changes workshop is intended only to educate you about financial decisions.
It is broad in scope and does not consider your individual personal financial situation, which is unique. The information and advice may not be
appropriate in all cases. No products will be offered for sale.

Securities and investment advisory services are offered through Thrivent Investment Management Inc., 625 Fourth Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 55415,
800-847-4836, a FINRA and SIPC member and a wholly owned subsidiary of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.Thrivent Financial representatives are
registered representatives of Thrivent Investment Management Inc. They are also licensed insurance agents of Thrivent Financial.

Thrivent Financial and its representatives and employees cannot provide legal, accounting, or tax advice or services. Work with your Thrivent Fi-
nancial representative in collaboration with your attorney and/or tax professional for complete details.

For additional important disclosure information, please visit Thrivent.com/disclosures.

201000560



loreey Shoery
RSARY

James & Debbie Barry

Mike & Dixie Teague

10 Allen & Catherine DeWoody
11 Pastor Gary & Linnae Anholt
13 (Robert) & Marge Muniz

Celebrating Birthdays

Apr.

Diane Trautman
Haley Kruger
Scott Alley
Linnae Anholt
James Hower
11 Melissa Christensen
12 Micki Perry

James Hutto
13 Nicole Berthold
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Marge Muniz
Greg Perry

16  EvalLeigh

20  George Mitchell
Bryanna Rudy

24 Judy Johnson

25  Morgan Wiley
27  Hailey Hoyt
Ruth Schumacher
28  Dan Galloway
30  Aurora Bentrim
Kylie Main
Travis Mitchell
31 Tanya Sorensen
IF YOU HAD A BIRTHDAY OR AN ANNIVERSARY
DURING THIS MONTH AND YOUR NAME DOES NOT
APPEAR ON THIS LIST, PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH
OFFICE.

Thank You from The Office

As Atascocita Lutheran Church’s secretary was
welcoming new life from God, Ainsley Ann, and
supporting one that had been serving for many
years, Gladys Wilkerson, as she moved to her eter-
nal home, many ALC members were very busy
refurbishing the church office. What a delight to
come back to fresh wall design, paint, carpet and
pictures of new furniture on the way.

Thank you so much to all those who selflessly took
time out of their busy schedules to work tirelessly
in the church office. It is a beautiful expression of
care and love and deeply appreciated.

Yours in Christ,

Debbie Barry

Altar Flowers
Given With Love

April 4 by the Barry & Espenlaub
families in memory of their
mother, grandmother, &
great-grandmother, Gladys Wilkerson
11 Open
18  Open

25  in honor of Kylie Main’s birthday

Sign up in the narthex to give altar flowers. Our church florist
will make a beautiful arrangement. Cost is $40.

Congratulations to Troy and
Heather Espenlaub on the birth
of their daughter, Ainsley Ann,
on March 7th. Ainsely weighed 6
Ibs. 10 ozs. and was 19 inches
long! We pray for God’s bless-
ings on parents and child.

In Thanksgiving for Glorious Receptions
The Barry and Espenlaub families would like to
extend a heart felt thank you to all who sent
prayers, cards, flowers, brought food and helped
with the reception after the funeral of their mother,
grandmother, and great-grandmother, Gladys
Wilkerson. Gladys would have been most appre-
ciative had she been in attendance. She, however,
was enjoying a far more glorious reception of
which we can all look forward to as Christians as
we join our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, in eter-
nity. Thanks be to God, and thanks be to you for
your prayerful support, love and care of our fami-
lies.

Yours in Christ throughout eternity,
Debbie and James Barry
Heather and Troy Espenlaub
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Gavin Mateo Lozano
Baptized on April 11th, 2010
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Our Vision:
As a growing, diverse community of believers o

through reflecting Christ in our lives.

journey of faith, we seek to make Christ known




