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Are you ready for the

voyage of a lifetime?

At High Seas Expedition, kids ex-
plore the mighty love of God on a
journey that will change them for-
ever! High Seas Expedition is filled
=<3 \yith incredible Bible-learning ex-
periences kids see, hear, touch and
even taste! Bible point crafts, team
building games, and cool Bible songs are just a few of
the High Seas Expedition activities that help faith flow
into real life. Plus, we’ll help kids discover how to see
evidence of God in everyday life-something we call God
Sightings. Get ready to hear that phrase a lot!

So, mark these dates on your calendar: July 12-17,
2010. The fun starts at 5:45pm and will end at 8:30pm.
All children between the ages of 3 years (potty trained)
through 5™ grade are welcome! Go to the church web
site (www.alutheranchurch.org) and register today!
Please forward the link on to your friends too!

There are plenty of opportunities for teens and adults to
volunteer too...don’t miss out on this amazing week!
Please contact your High Seas Expedition Directors,
Allyson Evans or Melissa Christensen, if you have any
questions!

The Chrysalis School announces registration for
the 2010—2011 School Year. It will be our eleventh
school year providing quality programming in a Chris-
tian atmosphere. Open registration has begun.

We offer Parents’ Day Out and Preschool programs.
Our school days and hours are Tuesdays and Thursdays,
9am—2pm.

Registration packets are available on our website at
www.thechrysalisschool.org. Please call Renee Wal-
lace at 281-852-6002 for information or a tour. We are
expecting all classes to fill fast!

Blessed Are They ... ALC 2010 Graduates

Isaac Graham graduated in December 2009 from Atascocita
High School. Isaac is currently attending Lone Star college and
plans to enroll at the University of Texas, Austin, in the fall.

Alexandra Frances Hayes is graduating from Washington
State University in the Peace Corps Masters Program. She will
begin working for the Center of Infectious Disease Control in
Atlanta, Georgia.

Ryan Vuong is graduating from Atascocita High School. He
plans to enter the Marine Corps.

Katie Leigh Weeks is graduating from Atascocita High
School. She has enrolled in the University of Houston for the
fall as a math major and plans to teach high school math.

These graduates will be recognized in worship on June 6.
Please join us in congratulating our gradu-

ates. We pray for continued guidance and

safety in their future.



http://www.thechrysalisschool.org/
http://www.alutheranchurch.org/

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

At the beginning of the year I in-
formed you that each month during
2010 we would lift up various ministries throughout the
Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod and the ELCA. In the
January newsletter there was an insert that talked about
ELCA Global Missions. In February, there was an article
about Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services. March
included an article about Lutheran Social Services in
America. There was nothing in April’s newsletter because
of final construction, the Dedication Service and Easter
(sorry about that). Last month featured an article on ELCA
Advocacy Ministries. This month you will find informa-
tion regarding the Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod Com-
panion Synods.

All of these ministries stretch us to look beyond our con-
gregation to see what is happening in the larger church. It
also gives us an opportunity to serve the Church in other
ways. I believe that this is imperative for the survival of
the church in North America. That might seem to be a
rather strong statement, but many scholars and church lead-
ers have recently been sounding the warnings. Actually
they have been for the last 20 years or so.

Recently, I read a book by Reggie McNeal, who is the Di-
rector of Leadership Development for the South Carolina
Baptist Convention. He has counseled thousands of church
leaders and congregations, and is a much sought after
speaker. In his recent book, The Present Future, Six Tough
Questions for the Church, McNeal proposes that in order
for the Christian Church to survive in the upcoming age,
we must ask different questions. I would like to share
those questions with you;

Wrong Question: How Do We Do Church Better?
Tough Question: How Do We Deconvert from Churchian-
ity to Christianity?

Wrong Question: How Do We Grow This Church? (How
Do We Get Them to Come to Us?)

Tough Question: How Do We Transform Our Commu-
nity? (How Do We Hit the Streets with the Gos-

pel?)

Wrong Question: How Do We Turn Members into Minis-
ters?

Tough Question: How Do We Turn Members into Mis-
sionaries?

Wrong Question: How Do We Develop Church Members?
Tough Question: How Do We Develop Followers of Je-
sus?

Wrong Question: How Do We Plan for the Future?
Tough Question: How Do We Prepare for the Future?

Wrong Question: How Do We Develop Leaders for
Church Work?

Tough Question: How Do We Develop Leaders for the
Christian Movement?

McNeal goes on to say, “The current church culture in
North America is on life support. It is living off the work,
money, and energy of previous generations from a previous
world order.”

Of course, hearing this kind of news can lead us to despair
and hopelessness if we allow it to. But I believe it can also
lead us to exciting new opportunities and challenges.
Don’t get me wrong, God’s Church will never go away.
But it might look a whole lot different in the coming gen-
erations. Perhaps we can take heart in the words of Sam-
uel J. Stone who wrote these words to a popular hymn;
AiThe churchos one
she is his new creation

Indeed, Jesus Christ is our foundation! His Church how-
ever, is always in a state of re-formation, being newly cre-
ated for each generation so that Jesus’ name may be made
known throughout the world.

Pastor Gary L. Anholt

foundat.

by

0o n
W



ol 6ve al ways want e

ALL
... how can I prepare for worship? @ WET®

Our worship space offers a peaceful place for prayer, reflection and

meditation . As we gather we can make time to silently prepare our-

selves for worship. The musical prelude is a good time to focus on

the upcoming worship. The bulletin is a source for guiding our

thoughts for the day. The theme for the day is found at the beginning

of the service folder. Each of the scripture lessons is introduced with

some words to ‘set the stage’. Of course the scripture lessons are

printed in the bulletin. Another source may be to locate the hymns for

the day and to read the words. Children who are readers may like to

locate the hymns. How do the hymns fit with the theme for the day  * |, 5 ps/p ENRICHMENT
and the scripture readings? The Evangelical Lutheran Book of Wor- - -
ship (red book) contains Luther’s Small Catechism at the back of the
book (beginning on page 1160). There are a variety of prayers in the
ELW (beginning on page 276 and continuing through page 331).
These are followed by the Psalms. Focus your mind and your heart as
you prepare for worship.

“Be still and know that I am God”

TEAM

CREW Needed!

VBS is looking for shipmates!
All crew leaders are needed as Doy
well as a few station leaders! .
Please talk to Allyson Evans
or Melissa Christensen for
more information! It’s a great week that you
won’t want to miss!

Want to be a part of VBS but can’t be here the

week of July 12? Have no fear! We are looking

for people to help with decorations ahead of time!
We will also be assembling crafts ahead of time
too. If you are interested please see Allyson Ev-
ans or Melissa Christensen.

g Sound Techies Needed

8 ALC has a wonderfully sophisticated sound system. All we need to get maximum benefit from it is to
g have some volunteers who are interested in receiving training in operating the system. Of course, these
g volunteers will also need to be present during worship to actually operate the system. If you are inter-
B ested, complete this and place it in the offering plate or turn it in to the church office.

I am interested in being equipped to work the sound system.

Phone:
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Now Look What Youobyv

Discipleship giving for the 2010 Mission Spending Plan
and Faith Venture 2007, the funds appeal for the new wor-
ship center, have been better than outstanding!

Regular Offerings:
Here is a comparison of contributions for January thru
April (17 weeks)

2008 $84,619

2009 $96,032

2010 $89,782 (down 6.5% relative to the same period of
2009)

Faith Venture 2007:

The FV contributions from January thru April (17 week
period).

2009 §$32,353

2010 $53,525 (a 65.4% increase over 2009)

Combined (Regular + Faith Venture 2007:
January thru April (17 weeks)

2009 $128,385

2010 $143,307

The 2010 contributions represent an increase over 2009 of
11.6% or a combined $8,430 per week compared with
$7.552 in 2009.

Spending is more difficult to report because so much of
the giving to Faith Venture 2007 was shifted to construc-
tion costs to reduce the final loan amount and keep mort-
gage payments under $8,000 per month. Altogether the
faithfulness in giving has made funding simpler and possi-
ble for the mission we set out for this year.

AND...and over $30,000 was contributed or committed to
fund several of the special gifts items for the new worship
center!!!

The breadth and depth of our growth in discipleship giv-
ing has been increasing steadily. Keep on...keeping on.

Db n e

Rated: A O (Adults Only)

The WIRED WORD is the primary Sunday morning adult
learning curriculum at the present time. A couple of dozen
adults have been exchanging ideas each week about the
topics that have been “ripped from the headlines.” The
materials are a subscription service that e-mails the leader’s
lesson each Thursday a.m.

In recent weeks the conversations have focused how a

Christian living in the world is to understand, comprehend

and respond to such things as:

1 The Oil Spill in the Gulf

1 The new immigration law enacted in Arizona

1 The concept of human perfection after a perfect game
was pitched.

1 Suicide and how to respond to families impacted by
the event.

1 Door prize evangelism in a Texas congregation on
Easter Sunday.

1 The new credit card legislation

Weekly sessions include prayer, an overview of the topic,
big questions related to the topic, confronting the news with
scriptural materials plus thoughtful interpretation, addi-
tional questions for consideration and more.

ALL adults are invited to sample The WIRED WORD a
few weeks to get into the flow and to participate in the
lively and friendly conversations. Several persons have
shared guiding the group’s approach to a topic.

Participants can request that a “preview” or “sample” of the
week’s session be e-mailed to them by the leader on Fri-
days or Saturdays.

Our Shepherd Lutheran Church Adult Fellow-
ship Group invivtes ALC to join them on Sunday, June
6th, for a cruise luncheon in Kemah. Cost is $60 per per-
son. The cruise will depart Kemah at Noon. Contact Kel-
lee Pleggenkuhle for more information at 281-324-5423
or 832-971-5319.

BISHOP RINEHART VISITS ALC

Bishop Mike Rinehart attended the May 18th North
Houston Ministerium meeting of ELCA pastors serving in
ministries along and north of FM1960. The session was
hosted by Pastor Gary Anholt.

The Ministerium meets on a monthly basis for fellowship,
support, information and times of spiritual formation and
renewal. Pastor John Boldt, serving Hosanna Lutheran, is
the Dean of the North Houston Ministerium.

The ministeriums are a part of the structure of the Texas-
Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod of which ALC is one of the
134 congregations.



http://www.thewiredword.com/

COMPANION SYNODS

of the TexasLouisiana Gulf Coast Synod

The following two Synods are partners in ministry with the Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod of which we at
Atascocita Lutheran Church are a part of. There are many ways in which we can foster these ministries. We
can pray for one another, participate in a congregation member exchange program, go on short term mission
trips, help with financial support, provide educational opportunities to learn more about one another, ex-
change crafts made by the children of each congregation, etc.

THE PERUVIAN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Iglesia Luterana Evangelica Peruana (ILEP), a member of the Lutheran World Federation, has approximately 1,100
members and is comprised of over a dozen congregations and several mission starts or “faith communities,” as they are
called in Peru.

ILEP communities are mostly found in and around Lima, Peru’s political and economic capitol, though the ILEP has
grown near Truyjillo, along Peru’s Northern coast, Iquitos in the Amazon Basin, and Huancayo and Cusco in the Central
Andes.

The ILEP does not shy away from announcing God’s word and denouncing injustice when and where needed. ILEP is
known for reminding the centers of power that they need to be held responsible for serving the people from whom their
power is derived. As a national church body present in the lives of people relegated to society’s margins, the ILEP re-
sponds prophetically to the many injustices that impact impoverished, mostly forgotten Peruvians.

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH IN THE CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

The Lutheran Church is growing faster in Africa than anywhere else in the world! Yet our companions live in one of
the poorest countries in the world. By partnering with the Central African Republic (C.A.R.), we can show our solidarity
with them as brothers and sisters in Christ. This is good for both of us. Instead of seeing it as only “us helping them”, it
can be seen as a way we walk together in faith, learning from one another as we go.

This is some of the work that the Lutheran Church in (C.A.R.) is doing in their community:
Education
The Village Education Program: The most effective way of moving from poverty to sustainability is through
education. The church has developed a Village Education System that provides teachers for children in rural
communities who would not have access to education.
The Martha and Malthysbe¥eand ¢hat i ywu e@ieta dneentan;, you educate one man,
but if you educate a woman you educate the entire family.
Wo me n 6 s S c Bcholarship furhld cqves the cost of tuition and books for women to access education.
These funds change the lives of young women and their families.
Healthcare
The Gallo Clinic: With one doctor for every 38,000 people, the need for local clinics is huge. This new Lu-
theran clinic hopes to reduce infant and maternal mortality, teach nutrition and AIDs education. Funds are also
used for ongoing medical supply needs and, over time, the expansion of facilities.
Transportation
Motorcycles: President Golike explained that local pastors walk or ride bicycles as they serve their congrega-
tions. Motorcycles will increase their capacity to serve and also be used to transport people for health care.

To find out more information regarding our Companion Synods, visit our Synod website at www.gulfcoastsynod.org




June 2  Sid & Donna Nice
8  Stephen & Christine Beyer
10 Steve & Brenda Wiley
20  Jeff & Angela Bentrim
26  Todd & Allyson Evans

Celebrating Birthdays

June 4  Pastor Gary Anholt
8 Addison Crizer
Susan Croskey
11 Grahm Potter
Kirsten Wiley
Andrew Sather
16 Kevin Crizer

Sydney Hutchinson
Karina Vuong
17 Al Ewing = ' ,
18  Cindy Melby Look Who's Havmg
20 Angela Kennelly a Birthday!
Lynette Vuong

21 Jeff Bentrim
23 Jacob Anderson

IF YOU HAD A BIRTHDAY OR AN ANNIVERSARY
DURING THIS MONTH AND YOUR NAME DOES NOT
APPEAR ON THIS LIST, PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH
OFFICE.

RECYCLE OLD CELLULAR
PHONES TO HELP
FAMILY PROMISE ®

FAMILY PROMISE of Lake Houston is
conducting an on-going drive to collect
used cellular telephones. FPLH can expect
from a few dollars to nearly $50 for old
cellular phones.

Remove the SIM card from your telephone and drop it
in the box that is provided in the entry passage.

Cords and accessories are not being collected.

Given With Love

June

Altar Flowers

6 by the family of Vinny
Bieber in memory of
Vinny’s birthday

13 by Troy and Heather Espenlaub in honor of
Ainsley’s baptism

20 by James and Leann Hutto in honor of Christian’s
baptismal anniversary

27  Open

Sign up in the narthex to give altar flowers. Our church florist
will make a beautiful arrangement. Cost is $40.

SPECIAL GIFTS LISTS for

NEW WORSHIP CENTER & REMODELING
YES!...there are still items available from which donors
can choose for furnishing, supplying and underwriting
for the new worship center and the other aspects of up-
grading the facility. An updated list with associated
costs is available. Contact Pastor Anholt for with ques-
tions.

Get ready for a voyage of a
lifetime!

Come join us for VBS July 12-17!
We set sail everyday at 5:45pm
and return at 8:00pm. This year
you can register online so go to
www.alutheranchurch.org and register today' For-
ward the link on to your friends! Volunteers can
register here too!!!

Di ner 0 wilizktatb
Las Ramadas in Atascocita
(18455 West Lake Houston
Parkway across from Wal-
den) this month on the

third Thursday, June 17th at 7:00 p.m. All are
invited for good food and Christian fellowship.



http://www.alutheranchurch.org

ATASCOCITA LUTHERAN CHURCH Non-Profit
7927FM 1960 East, Humble Texas 77346 - (281) 852-7333 Organization
www.alutheranchurch.org U.S.Pi\?étage
Huffman, Texas
Permit No. 19

ATASCOCITA LUTHERAN
CHURCH

Our Vision:

As a growing, diverse community of believers on a
journey of faith, we seek to make Christ known
through reflecting Christ in our lives.




