SEEdS of Grace

A Monthly Publication of Atascocita Lutheran Church
7927 FM 1960 East, Humble, Texas

\ March 2010 Volume 15 Number 3

Schedule of

'Worship
Holy Week!

March 28 Sunday of the Passion (Palm Sunday)
Dedication Service
10:00 a.m.
Reception
11:30 a.m.

April 1 Maundy Thursday

7:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist l SN
‘ll.M
April 2 Good Friday @b%’;ﬁf’e%f{e%y
“Living Stations of the Cross” Jorth ransgessors.
7:00 p.m. Worshi
P P P

e%m April 4 The Resurrection of our Lord
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist



Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

e time has finally come! At the end of this month, we will begin wor-
e. The time has finall I' At the end of thi h ill begi
shipping in our newly renovated and expanded worship space. It has taken
paStOR S% years for this vision to become a reality. If | were to even begin thanking all
pGRGGRap S those involved, it would take up this entire page. So many of you have do-

nated your time, your skills, your labor, and your financial resources to make
this come to pass. Thanks be to God!

As most of you know by now, we will dedicate our new space on Sunday, March 28. If you have not heard, you
should be receiving an invitation in the mail shortly. There will only be one service on this day, at 10:00 a.m. And
of course, it is Palm Sunday. Therefore, we will gather in the Fellowship Hall with our branches of palm. We will
listen to the story of how Jesus entered into Jerusalem on the back of a donkey hearing the shouts of "Blessed is
the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest!"

After the Processional Gospel is read and the palms are blessed, we will then process into our new place of wor-
ship singing:

"All glory, laud, and honor
to you, redeemer, king,

to whom the lips of children
made sweet hosannas ring."

It will be an exciting time. It will be an emotional high. The atmosphere will be one of festive celebration.

However, there is another name for "Palm Sunday." It is called, "Sunday of the Passion." For you see, after the
big parade, after the shouts of "Hosanna," the mood turned somber, because Jesus was not going to be the King
that they had expected. Rather, Jesus was on his way to a Roman cross. The work that now confronted him was
for the salvation of the world.

Likewise, we must remember that our beautiful new building is not the end. Indeed, it is the beginning of impor-
tant work that we need to be about as disciples of Jesus. The building serves not only as a place of prayer and
praise, but also as a mission outpost for equipping the saints for service in God's kingdom, for the salvation of the
world.

Let us for sure celebrate. And let the work begin!

Pastor Gary L. Anholt

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

Easter Breakfast

Don t miss an incredible Easter Breakfast here at Atascocita Lutheran @

Church. ALC’s youth will be serving a fresh, hot breakfast from 9

a.m. to 10:30 a.m. on Easter morning in the Fellowship Hall! A free- @
@ will offering will be accepted to benefit the youth at ALC.

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@
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A Brief History of Lutheran Services in America
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ALC EXRESSES APPRECIATION for SER-
VANT MINISTRY

Sunday School
Discipleship was modeled last fall through the Sunday

School by those that were leaders, teachers, aides and
enrichment guides for children & youth of the congre-
gation.

Those serving with and for us in the spiritual formation
of our youngest disciples were: Allyson Evans, Melissa
Leigh, Tanya Sorensen, Penny Landers, Monica Barnett,
Patty Hutchinson, Mary Nichols, Ryan Bosse, Patricia Bosse,
Chelsea Bieber, Lee Nichols, Vicki Lund and

Zane Barra.

Financial Oversight

Tim Trautman continues to serve, as he has for over a
decade (!) as the Financial Secretary, who keeps track
of contributions and prepares reports for leaders and
individual givers. Thanks for your steady faithfulness.

Fred Swavely just completed his first year as the Treas-
urer for the congregation. This task requires several
hours per month and keeps ALC on track and on sched-
ule with payments. Welcome back for a second year!

MORE SERVANT MINISTRY TO RECOGNIZE

New & Renewed Facility and Furnishings

On Saturday (and for a few days before and afterward
for some disciple!), February 20, the following people
produced a lot of work in helping to get sections of the
facility upgraded and some furnishing refreshed: Johne
Dowell, Allyson Evans, Sid Nice, Chris Lund, Gary
Anholt, Dee Caplett, Steve Galloway, Glenda Kirsch,
Wanda Burns, Mark Godinich, Bonnie Godinich,
Lee Neal, Ben Beauchamp and Robert Gronwaldt.

LENT 2010

Mid-Week Worship and Conversation

The Lenten Mid-Week worship format
offers time for hymns, texts and
thoughtful conversation. The weekly
chat will be about Timothy Kelller’s Recoreri e Hes
popular book: THE PRODIGAL '
GobD. Come at 7:00 p.m. for the brief
worship and a time of exchanging ideas
and growing forward during the first
time effort at a fresh spiritual discipline
for our journey in faithfulness with Je-
sus.

TTMOTHY KELLER

Easter
Flowers

Now that we have a

new sanctuary, we are
in need of some flow-
ers and plants to make
the outside look as great as the inside.
This year our Easter flowers will be going
to a flower bed after Easter morning ser-
vices. |If you would like to give flowers in
honor or in memory of someone, please do

so. The cost is $20 for a plant/flower.
Please be sure to fill out a form. Both
your money and your form can go in the
offering plate on Sunday mornings.

USE TAX TIME FOR A REVIEW OF
PERSONAL THEOLOGY OF MONEY

Using money is often based on impulsive response to
temptations put before us every day. For disciples of
Jesus it is important to craft a theology of money based
upon discipleship of our entire lives rather being con-
trolled by the financial resources.

In what we endure as tax season there is the moment to
take a peek at what actually happened and develop and
implement new plans for the current year. Spending
typically “just happens” no matter how well we think
that we control the use of our money. This time of
year each of us can review our individual theology of
money.

Credit card companies make available an annual recap
of how we put our plastic form of cash to use. And
our checkbooks can provide a rearview mirror peek at
that spending.

And the Form 1040 that the IRS requires is also struc-
tured format for analysis.

Take a look at how you spent in 2009 and give your-
self a grade or score. Create your own grading system.
After scoring decide whether you were a steward of
your financial resources or the money in your life con-
trolled you...for good or not-so-good utilization.

The 2010 Lenten Season can be a time to develop and
implement a theology of money that has priorities
based upon being a follower of Jesus than just being
trendy or accumulating more of the stuff of life.




Enhancing Our Worship

/ \ Have you taken a peek into our new worship space? Can you feel the
‘ ‘ excitement as we move closer to completion? Are you eagerly anticipat-

ing worshipping in our beautiful new church home?

' ’ Well, the wait is almost over as we plan to move into our new home in a
\ J few weeks. The new space will have a different “feel”” than our previous
worship space, with a longer center aisle and much larger chancel area.
The nave will have stationary pews rather than moveable chairs, and the
baptismal font, altar and pulpit will be featured more prominently to re-
flect our Lutheran theology of Word and Sacrament as the central com-
ponents of our worship. The musicians will have a dedicated space from
which to offer their musical gifts, and the high ceiling, natural hard surfaces of wood, metal, and stone,
will greatly improve the acoustics.

Hand in hand with an enhanced worship space should be an overall enhanced worship experience. The
Worship Enhancement Team (WET) has been meeting regularly for the past year to determine how best
to enhance the worship experience for all, while offering more opportunities for people to participate in
leading the worship services. Always at the heart of these discussions was the stipulation that any
changes must be faithful to the Lutheran traditions that have been passed down through the centuries.

We are excited to share some of the worship leadership enhancements with you at this time. These
changes will begin to be implemented once we move into our new worship space. Not all changes will
occur immediately, but will be incorporated over time. We believe these changes will add to the rever-
ence of the worship experience, while providing additional opportunities to serve.

The Assisting Minister (robed in procession, seated in chancel area) will assist the Presiding Minister
during the liturgy by offering prayers, and assisting with the distribution of bread during communion.

The Crucifier (robed in procession, seated in chancel area) will carry the processional cross, and will as-
sist with the common cup during communion.

The Cantor (seated in the music area) will chant the Kyrie, Psalm, and any other parts of the liturgy that
require sung responses.

The Lector/Bible Bearer (robed in procession, seated in the chancel area) will read the first and second
Scripture readings and will assist with the common cup during communion.

The Acolytes (yes, there will be two)( robed in procession, seated in the chancel area) will each carry a
torch and will assist with the intinction cups during communion.




If you are already serving in one of these roles, we want to thank you for your ministry and hope that you
will continue to serve. If you have not previously served in a worship leadership position and feel that
God is calling you to do so, we invite you to heed the call. If you would like to serve in any of these
ministries, please contact:

Claudia Brookover: czbrookover@aol.com or
Pastor Gary Anholt: g.anholt@alutheranchurch.org

We hope that our new worship space will offer everyone a peaceful place
for prayer, reflection and meditation-- a respite from a world of noise and
chaos. Therefore, as you enter this holy place, we ask that you be consid-
erate of those who are silently preparing for worship.

Thank you all for your support during this exciting time at Atascocita Lu-
theran Church. We can certainly witness God at work as we expand, and

pray that this expansion will be an impetus for spiritual growth for all dis-
ciples, and will provide opportunities to Make Christ Known by reflecting
Christ in Our Lives.

In His Service,

The Worship Enhancement Team




SPECIAL GIFTS LISTS AVAILABLE FOR
ITEMS FOR NEW WORSHIP CENTER IV ola 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 T Ta Ja S WY
SPECIAL GIFTS are being encouraged to provide funds to & Diners’ ‘s
secure or underwrite a variety of items to furnish and equip 4 v
the new worship center that is nearing completion. 4 CHUb ¢
i i S WIS )%
Secure a copy of the lists by picking up a copy from the & $hr3fseijt;r;g " A ' 4
table in the entryway at ALC or contact the office an a copy 4 March 18’th t AR 0, e
of the booklet will be mailed to you. Contact Pastor An- 4 .arc a 5 (9 ¢
holt for more information about items on the list. 7:00 p.m. at
& Applebees in Atascocita. Everyone s
Some of the items on the lists are furniture and equipment 4 isinvited to enjoy an evening of v
like the altar, baptismal font, chancel rail and other items 4 good food, fun and Christian fellow-
needed for the chancel area inside the rail. Other items 4 ship! $
such as pews, hymnals, offering plates, etc. will provide the
needed furniture and materials needed for worshipers. 4 If you would like to be added to the v
Some general items like the sound system, a video presen- ™ list of email reminders prior to the s
tation system, refurbishing the hallway, sacristy, offices % date, please contact: 4
and landscaping are also on the lists. 4 Sharon Olson at 281-324-3065 or ¢
4, skolsonll@msn.com or Judy John-
It is important to share that several items on the lists have 4 sonat 281-852-8584 or ¢
already been selected and contributions have been received ;
or payment plans have been shared. Do not delay if there is & rjohnson2264@comcast.net Vg
an item that is important to you. 4 $
Selected items may be designated as memorials, in honor of NS
someone, in recognition of an event, or some other sugges-
tions are provided in the booklet.

You Can Help!

Annika Graham, daughter of Robert Graham, is in the Peace Corps in Moldova and needs
our help! The children®s Sunday School classes will be sending their offerings from
February until the end of May to Annika to help her students. We are inviting you
to join us! You can either put money in the Sunday morning offering, labeling it
"Annika', or give it to Melissa Leigh or Allyson Evans. For every donation you give,
we will have a heart for you to write a special message to Annika and her students.
We will send these hearts to her soon. Seeing as the need for money is earlier than
May...let"s see how much we can send her before Easter! Please see the following
for more information on Annika, her students and what they are up to--as told by her
very proud dad!

As many of you know Annika, my daughter, is in Moldova in the Peace Corps. Moldova

is the poorest country in Europe where the average salary is $250 per month. Anni is
teaching English to 6 different grade levels, and she has sponsored two teams in the
Odyssey of the Mind competition. Her teams came second and third and qualify to go

onto the international level in Belarous in April. She has to see if financially they can
go as it will cost around $5,000 for her 14 students to go. As you can see there is lit-
tle chance that her families will be able to sponsor their child with their own limited
incomes. Members of our church, Atascocita Lutheran Church, sponsored the students at the
local competition where the registration fee, plus a few expenses, were all that were
needed. Now it is the registration fee plus thousands of dollars in travel expenses for
the 8 day trip.

Let"s see if Annika"s church family can help her amazing kids get a little further
in the Odyssey of the Mind competition and have an experience of a lifetime!l!



- Theriyl  Altar Flowers Given
ROAIRY With Love

March 7 Dby the Christensen family

Mar. 5  James & Ellen Hower_ in memory of John
19  Nathan & Patty Hutchinson Christensen & Julie
20  George & Claudia Brookover Christensen-Metz
14 by Joy Berthold in honor of Dave Berthold’s
birthday
" - 21  Open
CEIebratlng Blrth- 28 in memory of Emma Tefteller
Mar. 1 Debbie Barry The Chrysalis School Announces
2 Raegan Dearth . .
Chris Lund Registration for the
Bill Swendsen N ¢4 w 2010 - 2011 School Year
? ﬁll::{e ‘E";I%;'?t 4 W ¥ T Chrysalis School will begin
10 Morg{;\n Anderson ANOTHER registration for the 2010—2011 = =
12 David Berthold YEAR chool year soon. It will beour «¢ CﬁRYSA%Es
15 Andy Galloway OLDER cleventh school year providing <™/ e
16 Rick Kauffman Som—  qyality programming in a Christian cn‘mospher'e. Regis-

18 Robin Crizer

. tration for church members and current students will
21 Allegra Bentrim

begin February 16th. Open registration will begin Feb-

William Moyer
22 Nathan Hutchinson ruary 23rd. We offer Parent's Day Out and preschool
25 Bill Moyer programs. Our school days and hours are Tuesdays and
26 Nicholas Rudy Thursdays, 9am—2pm. Registration packets are avail-

29 Ben Beauchamp able on our website at www.thechrysalisschool.org.

IE YOU HAD A BIRTHDAY OR AN ANNIVERSARY Please call Renee Wallace at 281-852-6002 fOI" infor‘—

DURING THIS MONTH AND YOUR NAME DOES mation or a tour.
NOT APPEAR ON THIS LIST, PLEASE CALL THE
CHURCH OFFICE. We are expecting all classes to fill fast!

INOW LOOK WHAT YOU’VE DONE...A STEWARDSHIP REVIEW (January 2010)
|

l Church leaders all love five-Sunday months! Discipleship contributions for January’s five Sundays were terrific!!

: Thanks for the growing signs of faithfulness in contributing as signs of our being blessed as individuals and as a

| community-in-Christ.

|

l Contributions for the 2010 Spending Plan for Mission were $22,409 and FAITH VENTURE 2007 gifts were $6,388.
I The combined total was $29, 289. The combined giving for these two important categories of our faithfulness is

| greater than 1/12 of the overall amount of our plan for the year.
|

: Gifts for Haiti Relief were $1,060. Thrivent for Lutherans will match the amount at the rate of $1 or each $2. given.
I Our combined philanthropy for the effort was solid response for a tragedy of stunning proportions.

I Contributions for the month for items for the new worship center were $9,100. The amount was substantial and will

| prowde the financial resources for several items on the lists.
|

| 'As a congregation we continue the practice of disbursing ten percent, our collective tithe, to the Gulf Coast Synod
I and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. The tithe is from the contributions made for the 2010 Mission

|Spend|ng Plan.
|

| ! ALC also sends a monthly check to FAMILY PRomISE of Lake Houston that is used by the community service organi-
I zation to underwrite administrative and other costs of the program.
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Our Vision:

As a growing, diverse community of believers
on a
journey of faith, we seek to make Christ known




