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THE WILL OF GOD
Six-week Class Begins August 2"

Adults are invited to participate in a six week course of study of Leslie Weatherhead’s THE WiLL OF GOD. The
first session will be August 2 during the Sunday School time slot.

The course provides case studies to help understand the important concepts of the author’s simple and clear descrip-
tion of how people are to understand and live into a better appreciation for the role of God in everyday life.

The session titles are:

God’s Intentional Will
God’s Circumstantial Will
God’s Ultimate Will
Discerning the Will of God
“In His Will is Our Peace”
Doing God’s Will

Persons interested in participating in the course are encouraged to register on the bulletin board in the hallway so
that enough textbooks can be ordered for the first Sunday




/ Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

== The HEAT ison! | must say, that these past few weeks have been very uncomfort-
able to say the least. There just doesn’t seem to be any break in sight. As | write
this, the last 28 days have seen temperatures between 95-105 degrees. The other
day, | reached to pick up a receipt from the drug store that | had left on my
dashboard. It had turned all brown, and the edges were frayed. | almost had a fire

- in my car!

It kind of reminded me of the continuous COLD we experienced while living in Minnesota. | remember that

we would go a month at a time with the temperature never getting above the freezing point. One week, while
living in seminary housing, the highest the temperature got (during the heat of the day) was 14 degrees below
zero. Nighttime lows were anywhere between 30-35 degrees below zero with wind chills sometimes reaching
as low as 70-80 degrees below.

These are certainly extremes. Of course, they make good stories for bragging to your children and grandchil-
dren. 1 remember my dad telling me stories about walking to school in the desolate plains of lowa, five miles
each way, in freezing cold temperatures, against the wind and uphill both ways. This was after doing three
hours of chores on the farm before the sun even came up.

Yes, extreme conditions make good stories. Take a look at the stories passed down to us in Scripture. We
hear about great floods that cover the whole earth, extreme droughts that last for years, turbulent storms that
sink boats and cause men to panic. We hear about plagues and diseases that wipe out entire civilizations. We
are told about great battles that are won against all odds.

We also hear about extreme sacrifices. We are told about a man named Abraham willing to sacrifice his son
as an offering to God. We hear later of a God who is willing to sacrifice his son for the sake of creation. We
hear of common people giving up all that they have including family and possessions to follow a man named
Jesus. We are told of martyrs submitting themselves to torture and death for the sake of spreading the Gospel.

There are definitely times when we too live in the extremes of life. But most of the time, our journey through
life is fairly uneventful. And I would guess that that’s how it was for the people described throughout the Bi-
ble.

Imagine a story like this: “Peter woke up about 7:00 a.m. and splashed some water on his face. He walked
away from the camp and stepped behind a tree to ‘do his duty’. He went back and tried to roust the rest of the
disciples. Jesus was snoring loudly and grumbled when Peter tried to roll him over. The temperature was
normal for that time of year, and the sky was partly cloudy. Peter got together some sticks to build a fire.
After they all got up, they had some breakfast and packed their belongings for the day’s journey. They met a
few people along the way, and had to take a small detour off of the main road due to a report of a wild boar up
ahead that was not a happy camper. After lunch, they decided to take a little snooze under a fig tree. After
getting up, they walked down to the shoreline of the Sea of Galilee, and asked how the fishing was going.
The response was ‘not great, but not bad’. Soon they all settled in around the campfire as the sun set beyond
the horizon. They sang some Psalms together, shared some stories, told a few jokes (some perhaps even a bit
off color), and turned in for the night.”

Most of life is not lived in the extremes. Most of life is not always filled with fun and excitement. Nor is
most of life filled with disaster and despair. So as we go through the days of summer there will be some ex-
tremes. But most of the days will be average, kind of like the days that are described by Garrison Keillor in
the average town of Lake Wobegon. However, that doesn’t mean that God is not at work in our lives. Per-
haps it is in these average days that God really speaks to us. We just have a harder time hearing.

Pastor Gary L. Anholt




THE CALENDAR OF EMPHASES
JULY — SYNOD MINISTRY PARTNERS

Our congregation is a partner with over 130 other Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod congregations. In
the connectional denominational linkage ALC is one of the three expressions of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (ELCA). This congregation-synod-churchwide linkage has its closest expression
through the office of Synodical Bishop Mike Reinhart.

The Bishop’s Office is the hub of vision, planning and action related to the matters that ELCA Lutherans
think and do together to maintain our identity, integrity and destiny. Together we are in the midst of a
strong emphasis upon evangelism for telling God’s story and inviting & welcoming the unchurched and
de-churched to join us in serving the world for which Jesus died.

There are more linkages that are less intense but equally important. Thinking back to last September
many of us will remember how the synod invited and coordinated Lutherans in our jurisdiction to come
to the aid of the thousands of our partners slammed by Hurricane IKE.

More will be share on Sundays and in other ways about the array of ways that we have and are partners is
what we have come to refer to as the Gulf Coast Synod or GulfCo.

FAITH VENTURE 2007 June 1, 2009
At the. One-Half Point . Atascocita Lutheran Church
In the Giving for Construction Humble, TX 77346
Contributions for the Faith Venture 2007 Dear Pastor Gary,
(FVO7) stewardship program for construction
have slowed. Through the end of May approxi- Thank you for Atascocita Lutheran Church's support of
mately 77% has been received of what was ex- Family Promise of Lake Houston. As a member of ALC, |
pected at the 18 month point in the thirty-six want you to know that this opportunity has increased my
month appeal. The FV07 team knew that con- faith and allowed me to grow spiritually in ways that |

never imagined. Being part of this organization has
changed my focus from self serving to answering God's
call to serve others. It is a gift that | hope to share with
our congregation soon.

tributions would not be made in an even-flow
manner. Some gifts were front-loaded in 2007
or early 2008 and other commitments are timed
to occur closer to the end of this appeal in Oc-

tober 2010. This is an exciting time for FPLH as we have taken an-
other step in our journey by hiring a director, Carole Mar-
Important information about FV07 is that these chand, who joins us July 15. We are hopeful that this step
funds will be used for construction purposes gives us the momentum to open our doors and help our
when the new sanctuary and retrofitting com- homeless neighbors in September. We have achieved all
mences this summer. The more money on our milestones except the financial goal of $63,000 which
hand between now and the late fall will mean is half our estimated yearly budget, but your congrega-

tion's generous gift of $2405.50 from the Wednesday eve-
ning Lenten services, plus the monthly $100 gift, will
bring us closer to ensuring financial sustainability when
we open. Thank you and ALC for your ongoing support.

that ALC will not have to borrow as much from
the construction loan with the ELCA’s Mission
Investment Fund. All contributing units, those

with FV07 Commitments and others, are en-

couraged and invited to help maintain steady Singeyely,
and increasing offerings for the building pro- ‘7

gram. ’
David Berthold



Atascocita Lutheran
Church

‘America the Beautiful
Family Fun Day

When: Saturday, July 4, 2009
from 10:00 am - 2:00 pm

Where: 7927 FM 1960 East, Humble
at the corner of Pinehurst
Drive

What: Good food, good fellowship,
good times

Join us for lunch, volleyball, horse-
shoes,

basketball, games for the kids, water
activities, moonwalks and much more.

Free to all members, friends and
neighbors of Atascocita Lutheran
Church.

Celebrate our one nation under God!

| Here’s the DIRT on Groundbreaking! §
g We will all gather in the Fellowship Hall between E
B services at 9:30 on Sunday, July 19. We will all proc- 8
ﬂ ess outside for a very brief service and ceremonial E

H

ﬂ digging. All families are invited to bring a shovel.
ﬂ We will then return to the fellowship hall for refresh-
 ments and celebration! We hope to see you there! :

SISTERS IN CHRIST
BANQUET

Come join in the fun on Saturday,
July 18. Women of all ages,
within and outside of ALC, are
invited to share a meal cooked
and served by the men of ALC
and enjoy interesting guest speak-
ers! Tickets are on sale on Sun-
days between services. Cost is
$10.00. For more information,
contact Judy Cargill @ 281 852
5125 or 218 433 5671.

Learn how a couple,
through prayer and conver-
sation, moved beyond the
excuses for not pledging to

discover the true meaning of
stewardship. Don’t miss the
cover story in this month’s
stewarship insert.




It's FINALLY TIME!

The drawings are finished.
The bids are here.
The voting Is over.
The loan is approved.
IT'S TIME TO CELEBRATE!
Come help us kick off construction with a spe-
cial
Groundbreaking Celebration!
As God's servants we will gather to thank God
for our mission and our calling ;
Growing to build and building to grow.
Sunday, July 19, 2009
Join us at 9:30 AM in the
Fellowship Hall
*Each family is invited to bring their own shovel
to help turn some dirt!




STEWARDSHIP NEWS

NOW LOOK WHAT YOU’VE DONE...! (MAY)
Together our contributions for the period from January through May present a very positive
profile. Our emphasis now is for contributions to be solid during the summer months. In May
giving for the 2009 MissioN SPENDING PLAN (budget) was $24,488. Good job!!!

April’s giving for FAITH VENTURE 2007 was $6,110.
Average worship attendance in May was 144 per week.

Thanks!!!...for the continuing signs of discipleship faithfulness through participation and grow-
ing generosity! Keep on keeping on for our mission for God.

MissioN MOMENT (Benevolence)...ALC links with other congregations in the community
to directly support several social service programs that provide help and hope for persons in
need. Our congregation provides financial support, other contributions and volunteers to aid
with the work of serving those with needs. The three major service agencies are:

1. FAMILYTIME FOUNDATION which serves clients with family and individual needs. FTF
also operates The Door a shelter for women and children. There is also a thrift shop in Porter
and another in Aldine.

2. HUMBLE AREA ASSISTANCE MINISTRIES (HAAM), a multi-service agency that offers
several programs for persons in transition. HAAM operates a popular thrift shop at its head-
quarters next to the Humble Post Office. Claudia Simon and Vicki Lund represent ALC at
HAAM.

3. FAMILY PrRoOMISE of Lake Houston provides transitional housing for persons with short-
term needs in the facilities of local congregations. This program will begin serving guests later
in 2009. Carol Marchand has been hired as director. David Berthold serves as President and
George Brookover is the chair of the Funds Development Group.

A Fun Opportunity

The Chrysalis School has an employment opportunity for a creative, high energy teacher to plan and imple-
ment a monthly or bi-monthly “Enrichment Program”. The Enrichment teacher will provide science, cook-
ing and “messy art” activities in a group setting, two Thursdays a month for the Parent’s Day Out Class, the
Three Year Old Class and the Four Year Old Class. This teacher would also be the first called if a substitute
is needed for the regular preschool classes.

If you are interested in this fun teaching position, please call =% @@ =
Renee Wallace at 281-852-4031, or email her at e . Q&
thechrysalisschool@Yahoo.com. € c W Ys A C'Ds
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Daymon & Pat Muehl

Gregg & Nancy Simpson
Tim & Pat Stine

Celebrating Birth-

< other charitable groups will be held at The Church of
< Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints in Kingwood. Thou-
< sand of quilts have been donated over the years, and

: we look forward to a morning of friendship and quilt-
2 ing, followed by a complimentary luncheon. Please

< contact Christine Brown at 281-360-2277 or

July 4 Kari Galloway
5  Ryan Vuong
8  Pete Schoenfeld
9  Cade Hoehner
11 Nicholas Anderson
12 Christian Hutto
13 Joy Cook
Patricia Myers
16  Cathy DeWoody
17  Jeanette Baugh
Kaci Roberts
20  Randy Gray
22 Erik Mikesell
Kimberly Ogonosky
Brandon Poxon
25  Marilyn Holder
Katlyn Scherer
26 Hannah Hearn
28  Chloe Siegrist
29  Travis Holder
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s Quilting Bee :
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- Saturday, July 18th -
¢ The ninth annual quilting bee to benefit HAAM and ¢
$
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< dougandchris@cebridge.net for more information in

sharing in the community spirit of this annual event!

Altar Flowers
Given With Love

July 5  Open
12 by Craig & Sandra
Anderson in honor of
Nicholas’ 7th birthday
19  Open
26 by Stephanie Dixon & Carlos Lozano and by
Hannah Hearn

Sign up in the narthex to give altar flowers. Our church florist
will make a beautiful arrangement. Cost is $40.

Summer Sunday School

School is out but Sunday School is not over! Join us
this summer for AMAZING MIRACLES OF THE
BIBLE!!!! We're going to have a bunch of fun learn-
ing about all the miraculous things that take place in
the Bible. Each week is a different miracle, so no need
to worry if you miss a week! This is for kids 3 years
thru sixth grade. We'll meet upstairs. Our summer
offering will go to HAAM for school supplies.

© LUTHERAN
“NIGHT AT THE
“ ASTROS is saturday,
- July 25th. A portion of the

+r ticket sales will go to Lutheran
s/~ Social Services! Please see o ¢

v the ALC sign up sheet on the bulletin board in the ¢
» hallway for more details! w

g Larry Baker is Atascocita Lutheran Church’s new

a

8 team leader for Resource Development.

E Larry is responsible for the stewardship program and

g3 activities, finances, budgeting and recordkeeping, of-
fering counters, investments and insurance. He is also
responsible for the church property, including custo-
dial services, equipment, maintenance, landscaping,
lawn care, building security, safety and overall build-
ing and property upkeep. Please call Larry at 281-
764-5141 (home) or 713-899-7363 (cell) with any

E property or other relevant concerns.
[e e oo e e elefe]ele e o elele]



Craig Anderson, Pastor Anholt, Larry
Baker, Joy Berthold, Judy Cargill, Sid Nice

: Pastor Gary

! # S Al

May budget numbers will be in everyone’'s mailboxes
by Sunday, but all looks good and is on track. We
need to identify owners for the various funds and try
to bring some of them to closure.

% Sid Nice
A safe has been installed in the church office to
house important documents and large amounts of
cash. A lock will be installed in the drawer above the
safe to house offerings between services.

& % Pastor Gary

Jordan and Hannah are currently managing the nurs-
ery and it seems to be going well. Robert will re-
evaluate a permanent employee for this position in
the fall..

) Joy Berthold
Joy recommended hiring a professional Webmaster
to manage the ALC site. Roy Pearson of Pearson Web
Design focuses his business on non-profits and only
charges $25/month as he sees this as his ministry.
Joy will get the URL, user name and password needed
to update the site and will provide Roy with this in-
formation. She will also see if Roy needs Dream-
Weaver software as we have one license still avail-
able.

¥ Pastor Gary
Our old copier contract can be bought out for $650,
or we can continue the lease at $475/month for the
next three months and then ship it back at our ex-
pense. It looks like our contract has expired, so
Debbie will call to see if there is another document
that extends the contract before we decide how
best to dispose of the copier.

+ D, Pastor Gary
Pastor proposed hiring a part-time (20 hours/week)
sexton to handle a number of things around the
church (see attached job description). The cost
would be about the same as we are currently paying
for a cleaning service and The Chrysalis School would
help fund this position, as they currently provide
funds for cleaning. This will be a contract hourly-
paid position with no benefits. Larry will make the
position available to anyone at ALC first, then look
outside if no one applies.

% - ( / : Sid Nice
Mission Investment Fund has approved our mortgage
for up to $1.38 million. Construction should begin in
July and we will have a groundbreaking ceremony on
Sunday, July 26 between services.

& D : Pastor Gary

Nancy has received a one-year interim call as Associ-
ate Pastor at Lord of Life Lutheran Church in the
Woodlands. She will be ordained at ALC on Sunday,
June 28 at 3:00 pm with a reception to follow. Leann
Hutto will handle the reception.

D 1 0

This year's banquet will take place on Saturday, July
18, at 6:00 pm. Tickets are $10, and we will ask all
attendees to bring diapers for Family Promise of
Lake Houston as a service component. Joy will con-
tact FPLH director Carol Marchand about being a
speaker. Claudia Simon will ask Diana Garbis from
HAAM; and Judy Cargill will contact Judy Cox at
FamilyTime.

The meeting ended with the Lord’s Prayer.

The next leadership team meeting is scheduled for
1 2
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